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Oconee Youth Chorale (OYC)
Frequently Asked Questions     	                                                                    	
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Why choose choir over other activities?
Choral singing offers a complete educational growth experience that challenges, develops, and rewards the body, mind, and spirit. It builds self-esteem, teaches discipline, demands commitment, and fosters community and teamwork. Singing is likely to continue as a rewarding, lifelong pleasure.

How is this choir different from a school or church choir?
OYC is not intended to replace school or church choirs. The purposes of OYC and these other valuable choral experiences are different. We encourage all OYC singers to maintain membership in school and/or church choirs. We can sing a more challenging and varied repertoire than is found in a typical school or church children’s or youth choir because our singers are auditioned and because they have sought out the kind of rigor and commitment that OYC involves.

What choirs are offered for the 2026/27 Season?  (subject to change)
 
How to join OYC
Singers in grades 8 through 12 are placed in a choir based on their age, ability and experience. 
The final decision about choir placement is up to the director after the audition process.	
 
AUDITIONED
Treble Singers -Soprano & Alto singers in Grades 8 - 12

When can my child audition? 
Please fill out the online audition form on the website and we will contact you with an available audition time.

What can I expect will happen at the audition?
Singers may sing My Country Tis of Thee. See our Audition Information link on our website for an MP3 practice recording. Directors will check the singer’s vocal range, their ability to echo back simple patterns (sung and clapped) and how well they match pitch. For the middle and high school age singers, the audition may include vocal warm-ups & exercises to check pitch matching, vocal flexibility, vocal range, and vocal quality. You may also echo notes and scales played on the piano to for tonal memory, sing simple rhythms and melodies, and check sight-reading skills.

Can we join in the middle of the year?
Auditioned choirs rarely accept new singers mid-season. Please contact the director for more information.

What kind of music do you sing?                                                                                                            
We sing a wide variety of music from around the world, including some sacred music and lots of interesting secular music in many languages. We sing music from early historical times to music of today.

What will my child learn?                                        	                                                                   
Music: Artistry, expressiveness, tuning, rhythmic accuracy, music reading, aural skills, music theory, score reading
Language skills: poetry and language skills in English, pronunciation and vocabulary in many languages
Cultural awareness: awareness of and information about many cultures through songs, and geography
Self-esteem growth: teamwork, discipline, respect, self-confidence
Etiquette: manners, commitment, ability to focus
Listening skills: ability to follow directions, improved memory, ability to apply previously learned musical concepts to a new piece of music

Oconee Youth Chorale singers learn how to use their voices to sing correctly, how to use a musical score, how to read music, how to sing in harmony, and how to work together as a team. The mission of Oconee Youth Chorale is to provide a premier music experience for young choral musicians through quality musical instruction, artistic excellence in choral performance, the development of teamwork, and the social and personal growth of its members. Statistics now prove that participation in a choir, band or orchestra raises a student’s IQ and increases their ability to think and reason. These same students also had higher SAT scores. The longer the students participated in music programs, the more impact it had on their learning.

Who are the directors?
John Fallon, Emily Garrett and Dawn Anderson- accompanist. Full biographies of each director/accompanist can be found on the OYC website at www.oconeeyouthchorale.org.

Are you a religious organization or are you affiliated with a church? 
No. We may rent rehearsal and performance spaces from churches. OYC is not affiliated with any religion and we welcome new members regardless of religious affiliation.
 
Do you sing religious songs?                                                                                         
Yes, sometimes the OYC will sing sacred music. This music is considered part of the great cultural heritage of music, and is not approached as a personal statement of faith.

Do you sing in churches or at church services?
Yes, sometimes.

When, where and how often do you rehearse?
The choir rehearses once a week, generally September – May in Walhalla, SC.

Can we visit a rehearsal?
Prospective singers and a parent are welcome to observe a rehearsal. Please contact the director to schedule a visit.

Are all the rehearsals, concerts, retreats and tours required?
We expect that all our singers will attend all rehearsals, concerts and retreats. Tours are not required but we highly encourage all our singers to participate.

Is it okay to miss some rehearsals?
Every voice is important and every rehearsal is crucial to the success of the singer and the group. Since our choir only meet 1 day per week, it is expected that singers will be pro-active with other activities they are involved in and look ahead on their calendars to avoid missing a rehearsal. If a singer misses 2 rehearsals in a row they may fall behind quickly and a meeting with the director may be necessary to decide if the singer will be prepared to sing at the next performance.

What if my singer needs to miss a rehearsal because of a school activity, vacation or other?
Singers are expected to be at all rehearsals. Communication is very important. Please look ahead at the choir calendar and let us know as far advance as possible about an absence. If too many rehearsals are missed, the director may suggest a make-up rehearsal or the director may decide that the singer is not ready to perform at the next concert.

What if my singer needs to miss a performance?
All singers are expected to be at all performances.  The Director must be notified in person as soon as possible if a singer must miss a performance.

What is your season?
We typically start in early September and end in the middle of May.

Where are the concerts? All the choirs may perform throughout the year at different venues all over the Oconee County area.

Where do singers come from?
Our singers represent communities from all over the Oconee County community.

What is the time commitment?
We have weekly rehearsals and concerts in December, February, and May. There may be other performances scheduled throughout the season. The choir calendar can be found on the OYC website at: www.oconeeyouthchorale.org
 
Will my singer need to miss any school to participate in your program?
Sometimes there are valuable performance opportunities that happen to fall on a school day. We are sensitive and careful about this and understand that each family must decide what is best for their child. None of these performances will be required.

What do the singers wear?
The choir has a FORMAL performance attire. Singers are required to purchase these items in the early fall.

Will my singer go on tour or on overnight trips?
There are times when the middle and/or high school singers have the opportunity to go on an overnight, weekend or week-long tour. Longer tours will be announced in advance and will only happen if enough singers can go.

What is expected from the parents?
Parents must ensure that their singer is present and prompt at all rehearsals and performances. Communication is done by email, so parents must check for important email messages, bookmark and check the OYC webpage often for updates and put all OYC rehearsals and performances on their family calendar. The director must be informed about any absences in advance. Parents also volunteer to help with retreats, concerts and many other OYC activities throughout the year. We need parents that are extremely supportive and realize they are an IMPORTANT group who share their time and talents in a variety of ways.

Where can I find a calendar or schedule for the season?
On the OYC website: www.oconeeyouthchorale.org each choir has a calendar on the Singer/Family page.

How much will this cost?
Fees for all singers in all choirs include: a non-refundable registration fee, tuition (varies by choir) and performance apparel. A music deposit check is also required in the fall and will only be deposited if music scores and/or folder is missing at the end of the season. Additional costs may include: optional overnight trip and tours. Please check the Angelica website under TUITION for more information.

What does tuition pay for?
The Oconee Youth Chorale Choir is a 501 (C) non-profit organization. The organization relies on fundraising, individual donors and grants to balance the budget.

Where do I buy the performance attire?
We will email information to families about performance attire in the fall.

Do you send out TEXT reminders?
Yes. We require all families to use the BAND app to sign up for group texts from OYC. Please sign up on the website under Singer/Family – Sign up for BAND texts.

Do you have a Board of Directors?
There is a volunteer Board of Directors that governs the organization. This group meets quarterly and new members are always welcome. The Board of Directors is responsible for carrying out the mission of The Oconee Youth Chorale. The board ensures that the organization establishes and maintains the trust of the community by being clear in its mission, prudent and ethical in its activities, and accountable for its actions. Board meetings focus on fundraising, planning, policy-making, and assessing progress toward meeting the goals.

What is your website?
www.oconeeyouthchorale.org
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